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Dear Colleague, 
 
The health and safety of educators and students are the AP® Program's highest 
priorities. As schools and communities navigate the challenges posed by the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, we'll support AP students with free, optional 
remote learning and at-home AP testing. These options will give students the 

opportunity to earn the college credit and placement they've been working toward 
all year.  
 
The AP Program will invest heavily in solutions that are designed to be as simple 
and lightweight as possible for both students and teachers—without creating 
additional burdens for school leaders during this time.  

AP Exam Administration  

Students remain eager to take AP Exams and have a chance to earn credit and 
placement. We surveyed 18,000 AP students and 91% indicated they want to 

complete this important step, urging us not to cancel this opportunity. 
 
The AP Program will invest heavily over the next month in the following ways:  

• For the 2019-20 exam administration only, students can take a 45-minute 
online exam at home. Educator-led development committees are currently 
selecting the exam questions that will be administered.  

https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=1bd23a2766f4905f98fc203547456181e6fbcc87dc378a21f4cbecb58a14f42e647aa8a7f0a4d3f70e9833bfcae564da044e96cda1b6eddf
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https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=1bd23a2766f4905f5b5d72f3ffdffff24afa09fa0deff0a4ea703ce6b60af4c193d7ae541a89101a6fcf0686d42e96d7234ea4068e9a092b


• Some students may want to take the exam sooner rather than later, while the 
content is still fresh. Other students may want more time to practice. For each 
AP subject, there will be two different testing dates.  

• AP curricula are locally developed and we defer to local decisions on how best 
to help students complete coursework. To be fair to all students, some of 
whom have lost more instructional time than others, the exam will only 
include topics and skills most AP teachers and students have already covered 
in class by early March.  

• Colleges support this solution and are committed to ensuring that AP students 

receive the credit they've worked this year to earn. For decades, colleges have 
accepted a shortened AP Exam for college credit when groups of students have 
experienced emergencies.  

• Students will be able to take these streamlined exams on any device they have 
access to—computer, tablet, or smartphone. Taking a photo of handwritten 
work will also be an option.  

• We recognize that the digital divide could prevent some low-income and rural 
students from participating. Working with partners, we'll invest so these 
students have the tools and connectivity they need to review AP content 

online and take the exam. If your students need mobile tools or connectivity, 
you can reach us directly to let us know. 

• The exam questions are designed in ways that prevent cheating. We use a 
range of digital security tools and techniques, including plagiarism detection 
software, to protect the integrity of the exams. Scoring at-home work for an 
AP Exam isn't new to the AP Program. For years the AP Program has received 
and scored at-home student work as part of the exams for the AP Computer 
Science Principles and AP Capstone™ courses. 

 

We'll continue to support students with free resources through exam day. And 
while we encourage students to wait until closer to the test date to decide, any 

student already registered for an exam can choose to cancel at no charge. 
 
Information about the reduced scope of content that will be covered on each 2020 
AP Exam is currently posted on AP Central®. The specific test dates and the free-
response question types will all be posted by April 3. We'll also unlock any relevant 

https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=1bd23a2766f4905fef261172117c0ac266c6cf3cf0f1c582127d76134ebf04ca83adc9ba3cf5ee5128cb295b94bd75c942d81a33ac6366de
https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=1bd23a2766f4905f30634f5c10af1369128f20c2f6196a084e84e00a9b2dfb0fc5826404123587297013267bba94afa5e89d710fa6f260b3


free-response questions in AP Classroom for digital use so students can access all 
practice questions of the type that will appear on the exam.  

Daily Online Review AP Classes 

Beginning on Wednesday, March 25, students and schools will have access to free, 
live AP review lessons, delivered by AP teachers from across the country. The 
lessons will focus on reviewing the skills and concepts from the first 75% of the 
course. These mobile-friendly classes are:  

• Designed to be used alongside work that may be given by schools.  

• Recorded and will be available on-demand so teachers and students can access 
them any time.  

• Not dependent on current AP teachers continuing instruction. We know many 
AP teachers now face challenges that would make that impossible. 

 

The schedule will be posted online today.  

Get AP Updates  

 

As we have additional information and resources, we'll update this webpage and 
share updates by email, the online AP communities, and our social media channels.  
 
We appreciate your partnership and all you're doing on behalf of your students.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Advanced Placement Program 
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Questions & Answers Provided by The CollegeBoard regarding AP exam Support 
and supplemental educational materials: 
 
CollegeBoard AP Contact Information - AP Services for Students at 888-225-5427 
 
We (The CollegeBoard) are committed to providing students with opportunities to demonstrate the 
knowledge and skills they’ve developed in AP classes this year. During this extraordinary time, we’re 
launching daily video lessons, taught online by AP teachers, as well as AP Exams that can be taken at 
home. 
 
More information is available at collegeboard.org/ap-covid19-updates and we will email schools and 
students with important updates. 

 
 
General 
 
Q: When will AP Exams be offered this year? 
 
We’re providing two online testing dates for each AP subject—one sooner, one later—so that students 
can choose what works best for them. Because each AP Exam will only include questions about the units 
of the course typically taught prior to March each year, many students will prefer to test sooner, while 
the material is still fresh.  By April 3, we’ll publish the full exam schedule including the specific free-
response question types that will comprise each AP exam.  
 
Q. Will schools be charged a fee if students decide not to take the exam? 
 
No. Given the circumstances, we are waiving all fees for unused/canceled exams this year, regardless of 
when the cancellation decision was made (even prior to the COVAD outbreak). 
 

https://view.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=42864048d11e7b612e69d26f300b141b54daacb474f94f9bdb2757d8d470cb48d2d8c70738b7f9e15dc9e7937a842ee1c7619468e85373974f69b5757930ad456c85f105187c5b4fc68f08fd12d459be
https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=1bd23a2766f4905fa13ac905f17e82c41cbbd269abb2f5f56c500e54098ccdf3a511b08d25e67166a9e927fd52308299ab9ad7dbb425cb43
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https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=1bd23a2766f4905fd1078cab308d14740185358a77618635929fa327166353054bc50c775a9ae3aebf3efc8dcbd239513871a7dba7ef2999


We’ll continue to support students with free resources through exam day. And while we encourage 
students to wait until closer to the test date to decide, any student already registered for an exam can 
choose to cancel at no charge. 

 
Online AP Classes 
Q. When do online AP classes begin? 

Wednesday, March 25, 2020. A schedule of classes, including descriptions of each lesson is available at 
collegeboard.org/ap-covid19-updates. All classes are available for free and are completely optional. 
 
Q: Where can students access the classes? 
 
Students can find the classes at youtube.com/advancedplacement. 
 
Q. What if a student can’t attend a particular class? 
 
The classes will also be available on-demand at youtube.com/advancedplacement so teachers and 
students can access them any time. But remember these classes are optional, not required.  They will 
begin finishing up the AP course so students have the knowledge for the subsequent coursework in 
college and loop back to review the entire course. 
 
Q. Will all AP subjects have online classes? 
 
All subjects will have live online classes except for 2-D Art & Design, 3-D Art & Design, Drawing, Seminar, 
and Research. These courses will instead receive on-demand lessons that will cover the tasks required 
for the course. These will be available by early April. Computer Science Principles students will receive 
support from endorsed providers. 
 
Q. Can students attend these classes, even if they’re not taking the AP Exam? 
 
Yes. 
 
Q. Can homeschooled, virtual school, independent-study, and self-study students attend these 
classes? 

Yes. 

 
At Home Testing 
Q. What kind of exam will students receive? 
 
Students will receive a 45-minute online free-response exam (exact timing to be announced). There will 
be no multiple-choice questions. Students will complete the exam at home, online, on a specified day 
and time. To minimize conflicts, students will be able to choose from two different test dates, one 
earlier or one later.  
 
Like a college exam, these exams will be open book/”open note.” They won’t test simple factual recall; 
instead they’ll be focused on skills and thematic understandings. Students will not be tested on content 
typically taught in the last 25% of an AP course, as laid out in the unit structure shown in the AP Course 

http://www.collegeboard.org/ap-covid19-updates
http://www.youtube.com/advancedplacement
http://www.youtube.com/advancedplacement


and Exam Description. Visit collegeboard.org/ap-covid19-updates for a list of which units will be 
included in each AP Exam this year. 
 
Each student response will be monitored by plagiarism detection software, and students whose 
responses mirror content from the web or other students’ submissions will be disqualified.  
 
Student responses will be submitted  digitally and scored by remote readers. This is a similar process to 
the one we have used for years in scoring AP at-home work for college credit in courses like AP Seminar, 
AP Research, and AP Computer Science Principles.  
 
By April 3, we’ll publish the full exam schedule including the specific free-response question types that 
will comprise each AP exam.  
 
Q. All of my students do not have access to a computer and/or the internet at home. How can they 
test? 
 
Students can test on a laptop, desktop, tablet, or smartphone.  
 
We recognize that the digital divide could prevent some low-income and/or rural students from 
participating. Working with partners, we'll invest so these students will have the tools and connectivity 
they need to review AP content online and take the exam. 
 
Q. How will you prevent students from cheating? 
 
The exams will be designed to measure skills developed over the course of the academic year that 
cannot be learned on the fly from Google or chatrooms. Like college history and literary essays, these AP 
Exams are open book/open note. Students will see the topic at the start of the exam and they’ll need to 
write and submit their responses within the testing time. 
 
Each subject’s exam will be taken on the same day at the same time, worldwide. Students may consult 
textbooks and notes. Each student response will be monitored by plagiarism detection software, and 
students whose responses mirror content from the web or other students’ submissions will be 
disqualified. We will also disqualify any student sharing exam content via social media, websites, and 
other means. 
 
Q. Will students with approved testing accommodations such as extended time be able to use them 
on the exams? 
 
Yes. Details will be shared closer to the exams.  
 
Q. Will exams be available in all subjects? 
 
Yes. By April 3, we’ll publish the full exam schedule including the specific free-response question types 
that will comprise each AP exam.   
 
 
 
 

http://www.collegeboard.org/ap-covid19-updates


Q. Will the exam cost the same as before? 
 
Yes.  Last year, the College Board’s expenses (e.g., printing, shipping, scoring of AP Exams) and services 
(e.g., fee waivers, scholarships, professional development of teachers) took up ~98% of annual 
revenues. This year, the unanticipated cost of building and deploying new capabilities like online testing, 
plagiarism checks, and online scoring of student essays – all on top of our regular expenses and services, 
will more than fully consume the test fees we receive, even with a shorter exam.    

 


